

[image: ]GEORGE BLAHA NAMED 2025 MARY VIRGINIA MERRICK HONOREE

Christ Child Society of Detroit will bestow the Chapter’s highest honor, the Mary Virginia Merrick Award, upon legendary Hall of Fame broadcaster George Blaha.  

George is being recognized for his efforts which have positively impacted the overall mission of the Society, changed individual lives and reflected the belief that “nothing is ever too much to do for a child.”  The award will be presented at Night of Angels on November 1 at Bloomfield Hills Country Club.

“I was first introduced to the work of Christ Child Society by Madelon Ward, a dear friend of mine and my wife, Mary,” said Blaha. “We really believe that those that give their time and treasure to Christ Child are in many ways saving a child’s life. Christ Child House is a place where boys who have faced impossible, intolerable situations are given a chance to succeed.”

It was early in both of their careers with the Detroit Pistons in the late ‘70s when Past President Madelon Ward met Blaha on the concourse of the Silverdome. “George is the consummate professional,” Madelon shared. “He is the first to show up if anyone in the Piston “family” experiences a loss or is in need of help. He is tenderhearted and truly cares about people.”

When the Night of Angels Auction Committee really needed help a few years back, Madelon reached out to George, and he came through without hesitation.  His donation of MSU football tickets and the chance to join him in the broadcast booth led to a high-spirited auction and considerable financial success.

“Just a few months after I worked on that auction, we were vacationing in Florida, and who do I see by the hotel pool but George Blaha,” reflected lifelong MSU fan and Night of Angels Co-Chair, Maria Glod.  “Don’t bother him,” Maria’s husband Dave said, “He’s on vacation.”  Without skipping a beat, Maria responded, “Oh, no, I’m definitely gonna bother him,” and she walked over and thanked him for his kindness to Christ Child Society.

After a warm conversation that included introductions to both of their spouses, George asked Maria, “Can I buy you a beer?”  “Oh, thanks but we’ve taken too much of your time already,” Maria modestly replied.  Which prompted Dave to quickly interject, “Let George Blaha buy you beer already!”

With cold ones passed all around, “Tell me more about Christ Child House,” George said.  And so - with all the passionate and selfless dedication that has been the hallmark of her volunteerism for more than 10 years – Maria did just that.

The conversation eventually turned to golf and sharing memories of their beloved Spartans and Pistons. When Maria and Dave left the pool three hours later, they had checked off a bucket list item they had never even thought to dream of.

Three weeks later, a phone call came that proved Maria wasn’t the only one changed by the poolside encounter.  George Blaha wanted to pay the tuition for a Christ Child boy to attend Loyola High School.

“I thought sending these boys to schools with so many distractions was not the perfect avenue for success,” recalled Blaha. “How can we give focused individual attention to these young men which led my thoughts to turn to Loyola High School.  I reached out to my good friends Mike and Cathy McNamara who share my support of Loyola, and they helped me take steps to make this happen.”

When Executive Director Maria Lessnau learned of this generous offer, she met with her team to discuss which of the Christ Child boys might best handle this opportunity, challenge and responsibility.  A young man was selected, and to protect his anonymity, he will be referred to simply as D. “He shadowed a student twice, and we determined this might be a great fit, but he still had to take and pass the entrance exam,” Maria recalled.

D not only passed the entrance exam, but, over the next few years, went on to participate as a member of the bowling, football, basketball and baseball teams while maintaining a 3.5 GPA. “The teachers could not say enough nice things about him,” Maria proudly recalled, “D brought his positive attitude home to Christ Child House with him every day.”

Maria Glod acknowledge that George’s generosity opened the doors to a $100,000 grant from the Diane and Bruce Halle Foundation. “I’m grateful to my friends Sheila Zuiback and Nikki Halle as their support has allowed four more boys to attend Loyola High School.”  Maria Lessnau added that while “one student has transitioned from Christ Child House to our Foster Care program, we are thrilled that he can continue to attend Loyola through this generous grant.”

“My hope is to have many more Christ Child boys’ lives enhanced through the Loyola experience,” said Blaha. “Catholic schools bring an inherent feeling of unity,” he added.  “And it’s through our faith that we are trained to ‘keep our eyes on the prize’ here and upstairs.  If there is something to be done, we do our best to do our part…or at least give it your best shot trying through your time and financial support.”

George Blaha has certainly done his part, and Christ Child Society of Detroit is proud to celebrate him as the 2025 Mary Virginia Merrick honoree.
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